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aspirations and ideals common to it as a whole, it is largely
due to the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway, It
is this which has covered with flesh and blood the dry
bones of the Union brought into being by the provisions of
the British North America Act. With the acquisition
of British Columbia the Dominion stretched from ocean
to ocean; though in 1873 it secured a new member, by the
entrance into it of Prince Edward Island under the terms
of the same section of the British North America Act as
that which applied to British Columbia. In this case
financial exigencies effected what had hitherto proved
impossible. The representation of Prince Edward Island
in the Senate was provided for in the British North
America Act, which enacted that on its joining the Union
the island should receive four senators, the number of
senators for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick being
respectively reduced from twelve to ten. Prince Edward
Island started with six members in the House of Commons.
By an Order in Council, dated July 31, 1880, all British
territories and possessions in North America not already
included within the Dominion of Canada, and all islands
adjacent (with the exception of Newfoundland and its
dependencies), were annexed to and formed part of the
Dominion of Canada, Lastly, under an Imperial Act of
1886, doubt was set at rest with regard to the power of
the Dominion Parliament to make provision for the repre-
sentation in the Senate and House of Commons of Canada
of any territories which, while forming part of the
Dominion of Canada, were not included in any of its
Provinces. In 1895 Newfoundland, under the stress of
financial failures, sought to join the Confederation; but
the Dominion Ministry was not quick to seize the prof-
fered hand, and the opportunity, once missed, has never
recurred.
Having   sketched,   however   baldly,   the   history   of
Canadian federation, we are able to arrive at certain